ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION 
OF THE 

SYCUAN BAND CF HISS ION INDIANS 


VJE, the members of the Sycuan Sand of Mission Indians, San Diego County, 
California, hereinafter referred to as the Band, do hereby adopt these 
Articles of Association to establish rules of procedure to govern our 
tribal authority and jurisdiction. 

1- Territory : The jurisdiction of the Band shall extend to the 

land now and hereafter, comprised within the Sycuan Reservation. 

2. Membership : The membership of the Band shall consist of 

those persons who file applications for membership and are found qualified 
under one of the following categories: 

(1) Persons whose names appear on the January 1, 1940 
Sycuan Census, except that where :: NE appears on 
Column 1 opposite the narna of an individual, such 
person shall not be eligible for membership. 

(2) Persons of 1/0 or more degree of total Indian blood 
whose ancestors are eligible for membership under 
paragraph (1) regardless of whether the ancestors 
are living or deceased. 

(3) Persons who have been adopted by the Band and such 
adoption has been approved by the Secretary of the 
Interior or his duly authorized representative. 

A. If a person who is eligible for membership has been allotted on 
another reservation or is officially enrolled or is a recognized member 
of some other tribe or band, such person or his descendants shall not be 
enrolled. A recognized member of some ether tribe or band is a person who, 
because of his affiliation with the other tribe or band, has participated 
in elections or general activities, has received benefits or has shared in 
the assets of the tribe. or band. An allotment or interest in an allotment 
acquired through inheritance shall not be a bar to enrollment with the Band*- 

B. The official membership roll shall be prepared in accordance with 

an ordinance adopted by the members of the' Band and approved by the Secretary 
of the Interior or his duly authorized representative. Such ordinance shall 
contain provisions for enrollment procedures, enrollment committee, applica- 
tion forms, approved or disapproval of application, rejection notice, 
appeals and provisions for keeping the roll on a current basis. 

3. Governing Body : The governing body of the Band shall be the General 

Council which shall consist of all adult members eighteen (1G) years of 

age or older. In addition there shall be elected from the General Council 
a Business Committee consisting of Spokesman, Secretary and three (3) 
committee members. 

The Business Committee shall have the administrative powers and 
duties hereinafter described. Members of the Business Coinmittee shall serve 
a term Of two (2) years or until their successors are duly elected and 
installed. 
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4. Elections : Any enrolled member of the Bend eighteen (18) years 

of age or older, shall have the right to vote and, if duly elected to hold 
office* All elections of officers -hall be by secret ballot. Nominations 
for the Easiness Coremittee shall be made at a General Council meeting called 
for that purpose and all nominees certified by the existing Business Com- 
mittee shall have their names placed on the ballot. All nominations and 
elections whether for officers or by v;ay of referendum, shall be conducted 
in accordance with an ordinance or ordinances adopted by the governing body 
which shall provide for the dates thereof, for polling places, election 
committees and their duties, absentee balloting and other necessary require- 
ments. 

5. Vacanci e s and Recall : The General Council may, by majority vote 

remove any tribal official from office who fails to carry out his Business 
CccEiittee responsibilities or is found guilty of a felony in any County, 
State or Federal Court, or for gross neglect of duty, or misconduct reflect- 
ing on the dignity and integrity of the Band. 

Upon receipt of a petition signed by at least 30 per cent of the 
voters calling for the recall of an officer, the Business Committee shall 
examine the petition and if properly signed by a sufficient number of 
voters, the Council shall hold a recall election within sixty (60) days 
after receipt of petition. 

Before any vote for removal is taken the accused official shall be 
.given a written statement of all charges filed against him at least ten (10) 
day > before a meeting of the General Council at which he is to appear and 
he shall be. given a fair opportunity to answer any and all written charges 
at such meeting. A majority of those voting in such recall election shall 
govern, provided at least 40 per cent of the eligible voters shall partici- 
pate in such election. 

The General Council shall immediately appoint a replacement to fill 
the unexpired term of any tribal official who has resigned, died, or- been 
removed from office, 

6 . Pothers of the General Council and .Business Commit tee : 

A. The General Council shall have the powers and responsibilities 
hereinafter provided, subject to any limitation imposed by the statutes 
or the Constitution of the United States, 

(1) To manage, lease, contract or otherwise deal with 
tribal assets. 

(2) To employ legal counsel, the choice of counsel and 
fixing of fees to be subject to the approval of the 
Secretary of the Interior or his duly authorized 
Representative. 
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(3) To enact ordinances, consistent with these Articles 
of Association, governing future membership, loss of 
membership and adoption of members into the Band* 

(4) To assess fees for the payment of expenses of the Band 
or to finance any project which in its opinion is 
for the benefit of the Band as a whole. 

(5) To establish its own rules cf procedure for the con- 
duct of its affairs and by appropriate ordinance or 
resolution delegate to the Business Committee or any 
other committee any of the foregoing powers and duties. 

(6) To take such actions as are necessary to carry into 
effect any of the foregoing powers. 

B. Any rights and powers heretofore vested in the General Council 
but not expressly referred to in this article, shall not be lost by reason 
of their emission but may be exercised through the adoption of appropriate 
bylaws or amendments. 

C. Business Ccminittee : The Business Committee shall have the 

following administrative powers and duties, but shall not commit the Band 
to any contract* lease, or other arrangement unless it is so. empowered by 
a duly enacted ordinance or resolution of the General Council: 

(1) Place into effect all ordinances, resolutions or other 
enactments of the General Council. 

(2) Represent the Band in all negotiations between the Band 
and local, State and Federal Governments, their agencies 
and officers. 

(3) Faithfully advise the General Council of all afore- 
mentioned negotiations. 

7. Meetings : The General Council shall be convened on a monthly 

basis on dates prescribed by the Business Committee. Special General Council 
meetings may be called by the Business Committee or by petition signed by 
20 per cent of the voters. A meeting of the General Council shall not be 
valid unless there shall be at least 30 per cent of the qualified voters 
present, and no business shall be conducted in the absence of a quorum. 
Members will be notified at least seven (7) days in advance of all General 
Council meetings. Non-resident members will be notified by mail, those 
of the reservation by mail, telephone or visit. 

The Business Committee shall me © t on ce a month on dates to be 
specified by it. Special meetings shall be convened on call of the spokes- 
man or majority of the Business Committee members. A quorum shall consist 
of three (3) members and no business shall be conducted in the absence of 
a quorum. 
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0. Duties of Officers : 

A* Spokesman : He she 

Council and Business Committee, 
all contracts, leases or other 
He shall have general supervisi 
committees of the Band and see 
VJhen neither the General Counci 
lie shall be the official repres 
vote only in the case of a tie 
Eusiness Consult tee meetings. 


II preside at all meetings of the General 
He shall execute on bear, If of the Band 
documents approved by the General Council, 
on of all other officers, employees and 
that their duties are properly performed. 

1 nor the Business Committee is in session, 
sntative of the Band. The Spokesman shall 
vote in either the General Council or 


B ( Secretary c life shell he ep the v.uutes or both the General 
Council meetings and meetings of the Business Committee. He shall certify 
the enactment of all ordinances or resolutions of both the Business Com- 
mittee and the General Council. He shall attend to the giving of all notices 
required by this document. He shall also receive cn benalr or the Business 
Committee all petitions provided for in this document. 

Copies of all minutes, resolutions, or other enactments shall be sub- 
mitted to the Bureau of Indian Affairs through the Riverside Agency as 
soon after .their enactment as possible. 

9. App rova l : These Articles of Association shall bo in effect after 

they receive the approval of the Ccmissicner of Indian Affairs and the 
present Business Committee shall T .;i thin ninety (90) days after ais approval 
cause an election of officers to be held in accordance with the terms of 
these Articles of Association. 

10. Amendment : These Articles of Association may be amended by a 

majority -;u>te of the General Council and such amendment shall be in effect 
upon the approval of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

C SRTIFIC AT XG H 


vie, the undersigned, duly elected officials of the Sycuan Band do hereby 
certify that the foregoing Articles of Association was adopted by the members 
of the Sycuan Band of mission Indians at a duly called general meeting on 


i . o / 

; t' i -7 -7 


1972, a quorum being present, by a vote of f'jfj * for 11 -- and , 


<[> [/"against' - ' and has not been rescinded or amended in any wayV^ 7 


-n 


: /'l, W^C '/ItCf 

I. Id. (Mac) Valle, GpcResmah 




, y 


"Anna Candoval, CbrStiiittee Member 


■jZ 


7WJ/ l 




■A s- 


Tucke^ Coitinittiea iienber 


APPROVAL 


AUG 18 m 


The foregoing /articles of Association of the Sycuan Band of Mission 
Indians, adopted Kay 7, 1972. is hereby approved with the understanding 
that (1) Public Law 280 is applicable to jurisdiction; (2) that t! j 
felonious conviction justifying removal of an official from office 
under Section b of these Articles of Association must occur during 
the term of officeffroa which the official is to be removed; and 
(3) that the benefits end rights of the Indian Civil Rights Act cf 
1968 are guaranteed to members of the Sycuan Band. 

(Sgd) CAP.L CORNELIUS 
Acting Deputy commissioner 

Date: AUG 1 8 197? 


Washington, 


D. C 


